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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents... 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
Sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta: 


My girlfriend and | have been seriously involved for 
almost five years, and recently we've decided we want to 
formalize our relationship. Our parents are supportive and 
want to be involved in the planning of this event. The problem 
is our other relatives on both sides of the family. Some we 
are quite close to, but we don't really know exactly how they 
feel about our relationship. We don’t want anyone attending 
our wedding that may be uncomfortable or may make other 
quests feel unéasy. How can we tactfully find out who is okay 
with this issue and who isn't? We want so much to share this 
day with those we love but we're worried about having to deal 
with negative emotions on the part of these relatives. Can you 
help? We want to get married this summer, So we are running 
out of time! Any suggestions you could offer to help us “do 
it right” would be greatly appreciated. Thanks 


Happy Together 


Dear Happy Together: 


First of all let me congratulate you on your relationship 
and on the upfront way you are living your lives. It is so 
heartening to see gay women acting as they should be — 
unapologetic and as though they have a right to the same 
things as everyone else. You really make the rest of us proud, 
and you remind us that society's negative reactions to us are 
often only mirrors of the way we See ourselves. 


As for your wedding, you deserve to have a wonderful 
and special day without the interference and negative energy 
of those who do not choose to understand the love you and 
your girlfriend have for each other. If you have the time, try 
to approach each of these individuals separately, tell them 
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Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will 
try to answer as many let- 
ters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace. 


about the upcoming ceremony and ask them how they feel 
and whether they would like to attend. Be honest about your 
apprehensions. Another thing you might consider is a Sort of 
“engagement party” of some sort. You could have a get- 
together (a BBQ or something), and invite both of your 
families, including the ones you're not sure about. This will 
give everyone a chance to get acquainted, get comfortable 
with what's going on, and let you weed out the bad ones. Just 
keep in mind that these are your lives, not theirs; similarly, 
if anyone has a problem with homosexuality, it's their prob- 
lem, not yours. You will have enough to do — don't worry 
about trying to change people in time for the ceremony. | wish 
you both the best of luck. Keep me posted! 
Loretta 

Dear Loretta: 

| have a bit of a problem with my lover whom I love very 
much, but whose generosity is just about i/lingme! She likes 
to surprise me with little gifts and presents. The problem, you 


| ask? Well, | have traditional Victorian tastes but she has no 


taste. For example, last week a little gift arrived in the mail. 


~ Would you believe one hundred earrings for just ten bucks!!! 


| hate to be a picky gift recipient, but REALLY! How should | 


| get her to stop buying me this junk? 


Slowly Drowning in a Sea of Debris 
Dear Junked: 

Let her know that YOU KNOW she loves you and she 
doesn't have to prove herself to you this way. Tell her that the 
fun for you is in choosing things together and you like to be 
involved in the decision-making process. Also, if she’s not 
the super-sensitive type, you could have a great big garage 


_ Sale and then do something romantic with the profits. 


Loretta 


Alter-nate Ceremonies 


(or How to Get Married in Edmonton) 


by Lisa Ashley 


Like flocks of migrating Canada geese gone berserk, they 
whizz past, moulting white plastic carnations, honking inces- 
Sant tributes to the newly mated pair. Summer. Saturday. 
Another heterosexual wedding procession, another ex- 
Clusively heterosexual rite of passage? Wrong! If you have 
met someone special and would like to have a wedding of 
your own, don't despair because you're gay! Get ready to 
honk! Today there are many exciting possibilities available 
for people in the gay community who want their own com- 
mitment ceremony. 

So, let's assume you've SUuC- 
ceeded in extracting her consent 
without alcohol or other mind-al- 
tering substances. Where do you 
go for “la ceremony’? First, | think 
| should tell you where you might 
not get the red- carpet treatment. If you're envisioning a 
typical Wayne-and- Janet affair at the cathedral —forget it. 
| called St. Joseph's and even offered to plump the coffers 
a bit or become a bingo regular. They won't even rent the 
place out. Imagine. And it’s not like we've done something 
terrible like use birth control or something. So much for the 
Catholic Church. 

A somewhat less predictable disappointment were 
two of Edmonton's “New Thought” groups, which have a 
Substantial gay membership. Both the Life Enrichment 
Centre and the Centre for Self-Awareness are “churches" 
promoting self-acceptance and a belief that each of us is 
whole and perfect and made in God's image. These or- 


ganizations encourage self-growth and personal develop- 


ment, hold Sunday services and have ordained ministers 
who perform weddings designed to cater to the personal 
needs of the couple. Yet, when asked whether they would 
perform a commitment ceremony for two people of the 
same sex, | found their responses to be at worst prejudiced 
and at best just plain ignorant. 

The Center for Self-Awareness's Reverend Sue per- 
formed a commitment ceremony several years ago for two 


men, and now refuses to do another one, citing the “fallout 
from the church's board of directors”, “economic considera- 
tions", and an unwillingness to portray her church in a 
“negative, limiting way” as her reasons for refusing to 
celebrate a loving relationship between two individuals. She 
told me that she had to put aside what she thinks is “right” 
for the good of the church — small consolation to the many 
gay members of the Self-Awareness Centre. It seems 
Reverend Sue feels she must compromise her integrity in 
order to be a minister. So much for inner truth. 
Perhaps even more disturbing was the response of the 
Life Enrichment Centre. When asked 
whether she celebrated unions for 


Disheartened? Dont be. There aré gay couples, minister Jacklyn Darby 
churches who don't talk out of both 
sides to their mouths... 


replied that she had never been 
asked to do this, and besides, it was 
against the law. | tried in vain to 
explain that performing this kind of 
ceremony wouldn't be against the law, it simply wouldn't be 
legally recognized. She insisted that a gay marriage 
ceremony would be “illegal”, so we just left it at that. 

Disheartened? Don't be. There are churches who don't 
talk out of both sides of their mouths, and they offer wonder- 
ful ceremonies individually suited to each couple. 

Perhaps the most widely recognized, the Metropolitan 
Community Church (MCC) offers services specially 
designed for the members of Edmonton's gay community. 
“The Rite of Holy Union" is not taken lightly at MCC, 
which strives to ensure that participants understand the 
solemnity of the vows they are taking. To achieve this end, 
the church offers a marriage preparation course and 
recommends that partners be at least 21 years of age 
(though not necessarily church members), and legally 
free to marry. They also suggest the couple have lived 
together for at least six months. As for the ceremony, it is 
designed to reflect each couple’s love and commitment, 
while trying to avoid reproducing the traditional 
heterosexual ceremony. 

For couples wanting to celebrate their commitment in a 
smaller way, MCC offers the more intimate “covenant 
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Once the couple has made this important decision, it’s only 


ceremony”. Finally, if you are in a new relationship, MCC 
a matter of contacting Reverend Marsh, who will set up an 


offers a “Rite of Blessing” ceremony, allowing a couple to 
share their hopes for the new relationship. Such a ceremony appointment with you to plan your special day. 
is quite rare, however, and is usually only requested by Celebrations are also taking place at some of the more 
members of the church. mainstream churches. | am told that several congregations 
MCC invites you to call to them at 438-5168 if you would within the United Church are quietly permitting gay unions. 
like additional information or a copy of their holy union The actual event is simply recorded in the church's records 
ceremony. | as a “rental” and any religious aspects are strictly between 
Next on the list of places to hold your ceremony is the couple and the minister. The Mennonite Church as well 
the Unitarian Church of Edmonton. The Unitarians con- | as one congregation of the Moravian Church have apparent- 
sider themselves a “liberal” church committed to {| ly performed ceremonies for several of their members, so if 
providing services to both straight and gay individuals. | you belong to one of these churches, you may be interested 
Intentionally non-dogmatic, this church invites its in discreetly pursuing the matter with your clergyperson. 
members to ex- Finally, there are 
amine their own a couple of very inter- 
Spiritual philosophies esting books on this 
and form their own topic. Ceremonies of 
personal belief sys- the Heart: Celebrating 
tems. Reverend John Lesbian Unions, 
Marsh explains that edited by Becky But- 
their nuptial ler (Seal Press) is a 
ceremony, known as collection of the 
Llepeo CLM COmOt Stories of 27 women 
Union", ranges froma and how they 
Standardized celebrated their 
ceremony to a highly relationships. The 
personalized one writ- book features 
ten and orchestrated Catholic, Jewish 
by the couple. Buddhist, and other 


Couples are required ceremonies. 
to meet with a mar- Womanchurch, 
riage preparation by Rosemary Radford 


counsellor who en- 
Sures that the couple 
understands the 


Ruther (Harper and 
Row) offers rituals for 
important occasions 


serious nature of the | in women’s lives, 
commitment they are such as coming-out 
entering into. Positive support through involvement of the rites, naming rites, rituals of healing, etc. Both books are 
couple's immediate family is encouraged as well. available at Common Woman Books. 

Reverend Marsh recommends that gay people who wish To conclude: no matter which institution (if any) you 


to marry appreciate the level of commitment required, in light choose or what type of ceremony you select, remember: It’s 
of the struggles and pressures unique to gay relationships. your day. Enjoy yourselves . . . and don't forget to honk!!! 
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Commitment and Marriage 


by Wray Dansereau 


Concepts of commitment and marriage in 
homosexual relationships are becoming increasingly im- 
portant to both gay men and women. After the past25 years 
of “sexual freedom” and living for the moment, perhaps we 
are now re-evaluating our views of a committed relation- 
ship. It is becoming more apparent that one short-term 
relationship after another often does not allow for the 
emotional and spiritual growth that we so often seek in life. 
Therefore, a long-term commitment to another person is 


now being viewed in a more positive light and its intrinsic 


value is being recognized. 

Homosexual communities 
do not, however, have a long his- 
tory of traditional commitment, 
vows, and marriage — greatly 
due to being forced into the closet for so long. Never- 
theless, there is an increasing number of partners who 
have chosen to marry or have “spiritual unions”, which 
has begun to create an environment and lifestyle more 
Oriented toward commitment. The understanding of 
what a committed relationship is to a homosexual 
couple, however, may be a confusing issue because of 
our lack of role models who have maintained permanent 
partnerships, society's discrimination toward legal mar- 
riages, and gay couples not being given the respect that 
married heterosexual Couples are generally given. 

lt is important, therefore, that gay couples begin 
with a fundamental understanding of what commitment 
means to each of them. Shakti Gawain in Living in the 
Light gives an excellent description of commitment: 
“My commitment ina relationship is to truth and hones- 
ty. To anyone | love | promise to do the best | can to tell 
the truth, to share my feelings, to take responsibility for 
myself, to honor the connection, no matter how the form 
may change.” (p. 112) In other words, commitment is a 
foundation of trust with the knowledge that both people 
in the relationship believe in maintaining the emotional 


bb 


and spiritual connection they have created with one 
another. And if the partnership is allowed to develop as 


each individual grows and changes, it is possible to 


keep the connection “alive”. 

When you are involved in a relationship, whether it be 
gay or straight, the concept of commitment often goes hand 
in hand with marriage. Although some gay men and women 
may not see the value in actually marrying one another, it is 
becoming more common that gay couples desire to be 
married. This is very understandable considering that the 
ceremony of marriage offers a different dimension to a 
relationship. Of course, wedding rings, ceremony, and vows 

do not create a relationship; they 
do, however, add depth to the 


ly commitment in a relationship commitment made to one 
is to truth and honesty” 


another. Betty Berzon, author of 
Permanent Partners, describes 
marriage by writing: “It is no accident that the 
heterosexual world makes such momentous occasions 
out of the ceremonies through which two people enter 
marriage. Weddings not only solemnize the union, but 
they also put others on notice that an important change 
of status has occurred for the two people involved.” (p. 
323) In other words, it is often an important step in the 
commitment process because it allows the couple to 
solemnly unite, with their intentions outwardly ex- 
pressed to one another. 

A marriage ceremony, however, does not neces- 
sarily go hand in hand with a long-term commitment 
made by two people. Making an emotional and spiritual 
commitment to a partner is a very personal experience; 
each couple will desire to express it differently. The 
actual dynamics of the relationship are the most impor- 
tant aspect. What should be stressed, if anything, is 
that long-term gay relationships can work, particularly 
if couples continue to recognize the possibility and 
value of having a stable, dynamic life-experience while 
in the relationship with their partner. 
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Shopping for Rings 


by Lisa Ashley 


Okay, let's be honest. Edmonton isn't exactly the 
lesbian paradise of the world. Open gay relationships 
are tolerated far less here than a lot of other places — 
a fact | ruefully rediscovered when my sweetie and | 
went shopping for rings. 

When my girlfriend and | decided to symbolize our 
commitment to each other the “traditional way”, we 
were unfortunately reminded that we couldn't share our 
happiness and excitement with jewelry store people 
like heterosexual couples are encouraged to do. No big 
deal, you might say? Just buy the things and be on 
your merry way? Wrong! It takes a whole lot of shop- 
ping, trying on and comparing prices — especially 
when you're looking for something unusual andyou're 
ona budget. 

We went to nearly every jewelry store in the city. 
We really wanted to be open with the sales people, to 
feel comfortable, because we wanted them to under- 
Stand what we were looking for. Yet the majority of the 
time, we would walk up and start looking, only to be 
greeted with something like: “Oh, you girls are looking 
for rings!” We would nod. “So where are the lucky 
fellas?” “Why don't you bring your fiancés in with 
you?” and “What sort of price range does your 
boyfriend have in mind?” Most of the time, even if we 
were honest, the tension flowing from the salesperson 
was So weird that we'd usually end up leaving, never 
to return. Once when | was asked where my fiancé was, 
| motioned to my partner and said: “She's right here.” 
The woman replied, “Oh, dear.” We left. 

Fortunately, though, good old Edmontonians 
came through in the end. We finally found a place 
where we could feel right at home — Cactus Jewellers 
in Bonnie Doon Mall. We didn't even have to explain 
— they just knew. Right away we felt at ease, and they 
made it clear to us that they welcomed and valued our 
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business. The owner, Roshan, cooed over us like she 
would over any happy young couple. Itwas sucha relief 
to be able to be ourselves — and to top it off, they had 
some of the most unusual pieces we'd seen. Roshan 
told us that her husband travels frequently to buy 
jewelry, and usually purchases only one or two of each 
item, so you're pretty well guaranteed you won't see the 
same ring on someone else. 

So, inthe end, after over a year of looking, we finally 
found the right rings and are really pleased with the way 
everything turned out. In retrospect, if | had to do it all 
again, | wouldn't be nearly as timid or half as cautious. 
I'd go in there, and in no uncertain terms let it be known 
that we are a couple looking for rings. Tough teats if it 
rattles a few stuffy old clerks! If you're not feeling quite 
So bold, though, and you'd prefer to be a little more 
discreet, you could try Roshan at Cactus Jewelry — 


She treated us with dignity, friendliness, and respect. 


THE DIFFICULT CHOICE BETWEEN A WEDDING DRESS OR A 
TUX WAS QUICKLY RESOLVED WHEN KATTY REALIZED THE 
TUX WOULD COME IN USEFUL AT FUTURE SPACE DANCESY 


ANonvePUSs, 


Letters to the Editor 


Womonspace News would like to introduce a per- 
manent addition to our newsletter. Just below, you will 
find our new ‘Letters to the Editor’ section. We wish to 
print letters from readers regarding current affairs, 
opinions on previous issues or other letters, or 
whatever YOU feel is important enough to write about! 


Dear Womonspace Editors: 


The other day | heard a gay woman say that she is 
gay because of something a man did to her many years 
ago. Everyone is entitled to their own raison-d’étre you 
say? Maybe. But at the time | heard it, this woman (who 
iS Supposedly a spokesperson for our community and 
considers herself a liaison between gays and straights 
generally) was a guest speaker in a course | was taking 
in which there were many straight people. Now, as a 
result of her “setting them straight” about why she is 
gay, I’m sure they will have no trouble generalizing 
about the rest of us. This woman claimed to be very 
happy in her relationship with her girlfriend. If she is 
gay simply because she had a negative experience with 
a man, perhaps she should get counselling so that she 
can function in a heterosexual relationship and truly be 
herself. | am so angry that this woman comes back year 


after year to this class and probably says the same thing — 


to everyone she lectures to. It's hard enough convinc- 
ing a paternalistic society that female homosexuality is 
credible on its own, and does not exist as an alternate 


means of foreplay to male-female intercourse. When — 


will they learn that lesbian love is an act of commission 
i.e., women loving women, and not an act of omission, 
i.e., women failing to love men. I’m sick of being 
labelled a “poor unfortunate victim’ of some “bad” 
man’s misguided sexual urges and a “man hater”. 

So what's my point? Women: any time you have 
the opportunity to “explain” your homosexuality to a 
non-homosexual person please realize two things . . . 
first, that you may very well be the only person that has 
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ever explained their homosexuality to this straight per- 
son and they will likely always remember what you've 
said. Second, you are representing a substantial num- 
ber of gay people and your explanation will have far- 
reaching consequences for the rest of us. If some 
bizarre experience turned you off men for life, and you 
wish to use this as your explanation of why you're gay, 
do us a favor. Distinguish your own personal reasons 
for not liking men from the reasons the rest of us choose 
to love women when you are giving your “speech”. Be 
aware you represent us as acommunity and realize you 
are a spokesperson for us all. You are supposed to 
enlighten them out there . . . not give them supposed 
justifications for their perceived superiority over us as 
a minority group in a bigger society. 


L. Chan 


Dear Womonspace: 


| just had to write to you about something that really 
pisses me off. I'm a bisexual female. Yeah, | like guys, 
too. And it's not a big deal. | love women a lot — in fact, 
| live with a woman in a loving relationship. What gets 
me is that so many totally “gay” women look down on . 
me because this is the way | am. | support women and 
love women because | understand where they are coming 
from. But give me a break girls! Every time | try to really 
get to know some of you lesbians | get treated like I'ma 
leper or something. I'm not weird or sexually irrespon- 
sible. | would like to have more to do with Womonspace 
but | don't dare, for fear some of you might find out that 
| like men, too. | don't think you realize that | didn’t 
choose to be the way | am any more than you did. If 
anything, things are more difficult for the bisexual per- 
son. Maybe in the end the most important thing is that 
you love someone. Then again, maybe not, right? 
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The Legal Side of Love 


by Karen E. Hewitt, Barrister and Solicitor 


Whenever two people live together, in a relation- 
ship between the sexes or between two members of the 
same sex, they inevitably discover that their finances 
become interrelated. As a lawyer with a generalized 
practice, | have had the opportunity to observe the 
financial aspects of both heterosexual and 
homosexual relationships. 

For heterosexual couples, the act of marriage buys 
you legal protection and obligations in most every- 
thing: income tax, pension benefits, beneficiary rights 
upon death of a spouse, and potential maintenance 
upon breakdown of marriage, 
just to name a few. This protec- 
tion is set up by both federal 
and provincial law and is un- 
avoidable. 

Homosexual unions, how- 
ever, are unique from a legal 
point of view in that they are 
unrecognized as conferring 
any specific rights or obliga- 
tions out of the relationship itself. This is changing 
Slowly in certain jurisdictions and in certain institu- 
tions but as yet no Sweeping changes are forecasted 
for the provinces or the federal levels of government. 
This lack of legal recognition is unfortunate only if 
homosexual couples do not sit down and consciously 
address what rights and obligations they wish to attach 
to their relationship, thereby protecting their rights. 
This is an opportunity for tremendous benefit as these 
individuals can virtually “tailor-make” property 
ownership, financial obligations, income tax liability, 
étc., to suit their particular situation. 

Sadly, few gay couples actually take the time to 
thoroughly discuss rights and obligations until it is too 
late and one partner has either died without having left 
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a will (thereby automatically entitling the deceased 
spouse's family to her property) or has left the relation- _ 
ship and cleaned out the bank accounts. 

When you and your partner decide to work out a 
viable agreement, keep in mind that the primary goal 
of such an agreement is for estate planning, and not 
necessarily for division of the property in the event that 
the relationship breaks down (although this should be 
a consideration and should also be provided for). 

By far the most important step in planning a legal 
arrangement is for both of you to have a properly 
written, properly executed will. Property of persons 
dying intestate (without a will) is dealt with by the 

Intestate Succession Act, a 
provincial statute which sets out 


_ individuals can virtually the division of the estate and 
‘ailor-make” property ownership, 
financial obligations, income tax 
liability, etc., to suit their particular patyral parent of a child living 


does not make provision for gay 
partners. Having a will is espe- 
cially important if you are the 


with you and your partner, be- 

cause if you die without making 

any provision as to who will care 
for your child and your child's estate, the child could 
be removed from your partner's care. It’s best to see a 
lawyer when you make your wills. Handwritten 
(holograph) wills and Cole's ‘form wills’ are asking for 
a legal feeding frenzy when the time comes to probate 
the will. It's often nearly impossible to untangle these 
wills in court. Remember, you get what you pay for. 
Also, when dealing with gay spousal clients, the lawyer 
you see should offer the same deal she gives 
heterosexual couples — it’s usually less expensive for 
spousal wills than for two separate wills. 

Next is the consideration of how both of you are 
going to hold property. If you have RRSP’s, stocks, 
bond, shares, or real estate, you should be aware that 
all of these can be held so that there is a right of 
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survivorship: 1.€., a right for your partner to automat- 
ically assume legal ownership of this property upon 
the event of your death. 

Finally, once you've decided how your spouse will 
stand to benefit in the event of your death, and vice 
versa, it is time to consider (as rationally and as 
objectively as possible) how you would like your 
property to be distributed in the event that you break 
up. There are many ways of doing this, and again, it 
may be wise to consult a lawyer. If you wish to handle 
this yourselves, a good rule to follow is: what was 
yours at the date of the commencement of the relation- 
Ship remains yours, and what was your spouse's 
remains your spouse's, with all the property acquired 
during the relationship to be split 50/50. 

Whatever you agree is the best course of action, 
keep this in mind: you can go through a little hassle 
now and get the details taken care of, or you can take 
a chance and maybe go through an unimaginable 
amount of pain later, when you really don’t need it. 
Think about it, because in the long run, a little planning 
sure goes a long way! 


LEGALLY, DEAR, YOU AND MISS FRIMARE STRANGERS. 4 
YES, | KNOW YOU LIVED TOGETHER 26 YEARS. . . 
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| Loretta Love’s 


Seven Hints to a 
Long Lasting Relationship 


1. ALWAYS talk to your partner about any concems, feelings 
or issues that are bothering you. Try notto keep things inside 
— communication allows people to truly get to know each 
other and permits deep levels of intimacy. 


2. Set aside some special time devoted only to “the relation- 
ship”. Treat your relationship as a separate entity and give 
it time as you would your job, your hobbies or yourself. 

3. Don'tabandon your friends or the special things you've always 
done that you really like. Keep your own personality alive. 


4. Try not to ever go to bed angry. 
5. Do something special for the relationship at least once a 


week. For example, giving up on something you're being 
Stubborn about because it will be good for the both of you. 


6. When your partner comes home, give her some time to 
unwind before you try to plan activities or make demands. 
Research shows that the large majority of fighting within 
families occurs in the first half hour after someone gets 
home. So give each other space. 


7. Don't give up during the bad times — that way you can 
Still enjoy the good times together. 


Karen E. Hewitt 


BARRISTER @ SOLICITOR ¢ NOTARY 
7304 - 95 AVENUE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6B 1B2 


PHONE: 466-0906 


ROYAL LePAGE = 


YVONNE WILCHEWSKI 


If you are thinking of buying or selling 
why not work with someone who 
understands your needs. 


478-7711 — 24 hr. service 
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Dance News 


Dance Price Hike 


Dance prices will increase by $1.00 (to $5.00 for 
members and $8.00 for non-members) effective at the 
July dance. This motion was approved at the May 
general meeting because of significant increases in 
dance costs over the last year. 


Dance 
Volunteers Welcome 


Want to meet womyn? Too shy to approach 
Strangers? Womonspace once again welcomes volun- 
teer workers at our dances. Volunteers work a 2-hour 
shift at the bar, at the door, or selling liquor tickets. 
The rest of the evening is yours. 

Volunteers get in free to the dance in return for 
their labour. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please leave your name and phone number on the 
Womonspace line (425-0511). 


Co-sponsoring 
Groups Needed 


Womonspace welcomes applications from groups 
who would like to co-sponsor a dance. 

Co-sponsoring groups receive a third of the 
dance profits in return for providing volunteers 
to work at the dance. Leave your name and num- 
ber on the Womonspace line (425-0511) if your 
group is interested. - 
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Thank You Sandi 


Thanks to Sandi S., who took over as Office 
Manager while Katt was away. 


Lesbians Discuss 
Parenting 
If you are: 


© contemplating parenting 

© have decided to parent but have some con- 
cerns and questions, and/or 

® are a parent and want to talk about some of 
the issues .. . 


Meet at the Women’s Program & Resource Centre, 
11019 - 90 Ave. from 7:30 - 9:30, June 11. For more 
information, call 492-3093. 


Riverdale Dance 


The summer solstice dance will be held on 
Saturday, June 22 at 8:30 p.m. The address is 9231 
- 100 Ave. There will be softball and board games 
before the dance, from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
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Pride ‘91; Edmonton’s 
Gay & Lesbian Festival 


Celebrating Together 
— Don’t just think about it, do it! 


This year’s Lesbian & Gay Pride Festival is quickly 
approaching, from June 19-29. Although the events 
were not finalized at press time, here are a few high- 
lights, unofficially. Keep your eyes peeled for the Pride 
‘91 posters detailing all of this year’s events, or call 
479-9878. 


June 19: 7 - 10 p.m. at the Legislature Amphitheatre 
(107 St. & 97 Ave.): Pride’91 kick-off featuring 
some of Edmonton's best Lesbian/Gay talent. 


7-10p.m. atthe Womonspace office (9930 
- 106 St): Annual Wine & Cheese and 10th 
Anniversary Celebration — call 425-0511 
for information. 


1-5p.m. atthe AIDS Network (10704 - 108 
St.): “Eroticizing Safer Sex For Lesbians” 
Workshop fun with latex and fantasy: call 
424-4767 for information. 


9:00 a.m. - noon at Victoria Park: Bike-a- 
thon for Delwin Vriend. Call Dorothy at 479- 
7493 or Andrew at 435-9379 for information 
or fo volunteer. 


8 p.m. - 1.a.m. at Mom’s Deli (10128 - 100 
St.): Edmonton Womyn and AIDS Project 
Benefit. Edmonton's local talent performs 
for a great cause. 


June 20: 


June 22: 


June 23: 


June 29: 


Classified Advertising 


As a service to our readers, the Womonspace News 
will print short ads from individuals at no charge. So, 
if you're looking for a roommate, or a mountain bike, 
or something of a more personal nature .. . Mail ads 
to: Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 106 St. T5K 
1C7. Deadline is the 15th of the month. 


ACCOMMODATION NEEDED 

Baby Feminist, Vegetarian Lesbian, Non-smoker seeks 
Shared accommodation. Prefers country living if pos- 
Sible, or a house inthe city. Phone Jaime at 425-8839 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food: You Party — We Cater 
Custom Floral Designs 


Caterer for Womonspace Dances 
We Create Events 


| W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
| #204,5316- 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 


ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM 
No Cover Charge to 9 PM — FREE Pool Tables 


10845 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA 


(403) 426-3150 
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All Womonspace activities are open to members and 
non-members. Activities are free unless otherwise noted. 
Everyone is welcome. The Womyn's Building is located 
in the basement of 9930 - 106 Street 


General Meeting 


June 11, 7:30 p.m., Womyn's Building (Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street). 


Lesbian Drop-in 


June 13, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Womyn's Building (Base- 
ment, 9930 - 106 Street). Note: the editors apologize 
for the incorrect date given for the May drop-in. This 
event is always held on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 


Newsletter Meeting 


June 16, 3:00 p.m., Womyn's Building (Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street). 


Womonspace Activities 


Wine and Cheese 


June 20, 7:00- 10:00 p.m., Womyn's building. This 
annual event is part of Gay and Lesbian Pride Week 
and also celebrates Womonspace's tenth anniver- 
sary. All womyn are welcome. 


Dance Meeting 


June 6, 7:30. Call the Womonspace line (425-0511) 
for the location. 


Womonspace Dance 


June 15, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m., Bonnie Doon Hall 
(9420 - 93 Street) Admission: Members - $4.00, 
Non-members - $7.00. Co-sponsored by Old Abbey. 
Door prizes: gourmet basket from Aunt Willma, a 
bottle of liquor from the Roost, and a dinner for two 
at the Creperie. 


PLEASE NOTE: Starting in July, there will be 
an increase in the dance prices. $5.00 for 
members and $8.00 for non-members. 


Credits 
Kerri, Barb L., Sue J., Wray D., Lisa A., Karen H., Kim R. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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